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Document No. so1
[The city of Santo Domingo to the Grown, February 26,
1586]
(P. i)                                      t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
To inform Your Majesty of the misery and distress in which this
city of Santo Domingo, key and commencement of the conquest of
the Indies, has been left, by this ship we write Your Majesty this
brief and summary relation, since the president and judges of the
Audiencia will doubtless report at greater length, describing events.
By an advice-boat which will sail from here very shortly we will send
a person especially by word of mouth to lay our miserable condition
before Your Majesty and to pray for the remedy for so much damage.
Friday, at ten o'clock, before noon, on January i o, there arrived
at this city a fishing bark which informed Licentiate Crist6bal de
Ovalle, Your Majesty's president, that the night before off Gape
Gaucedo (six leagues from this port) it had seen at anchor seventeen
tall ships, in burden more than 200 tons and upwards, which seemed
to be English.
On receipt of this news the president ordered the alarm to be
sounded and the townspeople to assemble in their companies, and
those measures were taken which the shortness of the time left
feasible. He ordered out a frigate then in this port, which had been
launched a few days before as a companion to the galley. The galley
was being careened, having fallen into such bad condition that
otherwise it could not possibly render service. In this frigate went
Don Diego Osorio, the galley's captain, to reconnoitre these ships
and establish their identity. The president wrote to all the country-
side, summoning the country people to come quickly from their
estates, where most of the inhabitants were, engaged in harvesting
their crops, for it is the harvest season.
Two hours before nightfall Don Diego Osorio returned with the
report that the ships were very numerous, and by their lines and
rigging, and by their heavy armament which he could distinguish,
he judged it was an English fleet.
On receipt of this report, what men there were in the city having
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